
 

 

 
 

Treasures and Palaces of Naples and beyond – 
Capri, Paestum and the Amalfi Coast 

Saturday, September 23 to Saturday, September 30, 2023 
 

Optional Early Arrival to Explore Herculaneum and Pompeii 
 

Tour arrangements by Classical Excursions. 
 

 
 

ITINERARY 
 

Our trip offers unique learning experiences and features special entrances to museums and churches, plus some rarely 
visited privately owned houses, gardens and collections – often with the homeowners or their curators.  We will also 
enjoy some of our lunches and dinners in these extraordinary places. 
 

SATURDAY – September 23 – Arrival to Naples 
Independent arrivals – by train or plane.  Classical Excursions can assist with arranging a private transfer to our hotel 
for approximately 70Euro. Check in to the Grand Hotel Vesuvio for 4 nights with sea view rooms.  Welcome dinner. 
 

SUNDAY – September 24 to TUESDAY, September 26 - Naples 
Three days of local touring in and around Naples. 
 

WEDNESDAY – September 27 – Naples to Capri, Capri to Amalfi 
Today by boat, we head to the island of Capri for the day.  Late afternoon we will transfer again by boat to Amalfi.  
Note: our luggage will be transferred directly from the Hotel Vesusvio to the Grand Hotel Convento di Amalfi. 
 

THURSDAY – September 28 – Paestum 
We head down the coast to Paestum to see three amazing Greek Temples dating from about 450BC.  We will also enjoy 
a visit to a mozzarella making experience and lunch, before returning to Amalfi for the evening.  
 

FRIDAY – September 29 – Amalfi Coast and Gardens 
Enjoy a day with visits to gardens and villas in Ravello and Positano.  Farewell dinner. 
 

SATURDAY – September 30 – Day for Departures 
Breakfast at the hotel.   Group transfer to the Naples airport or independent departures and touring. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

OPTIONAL EARLY ARRIVAL – let us know if you are interested in arriving on Thursday, 21 September 
or Friday, 22 September to explore Herculaneum and/or Pompeii.  Once we know of people’s interest, we 
will plan accordingly. 
 

Itinerary as of January 2023 and subject to updating by Classical Excursions. 
  



 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Naples 
Capri 

Temples at Paestum 
& 

The Amalfi Coast 
 

 
GRAND HOTEL VESUVIO opened in 1882 overlooking the bay of Naples with views of the yacht harbor, 
fortress and out to Capri.  We will enjoy a 4-night stay.  Our welcome dinner will be at their rooftop restaurant 
on the 9th floor and features amazing views.  The hotel is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World. 

 
GRAND HOTEL CONVENTO DI AMALFI comprises parts of a 13th century monastery located on the 
cliffs overlooking the Gulf of Salerno.   Here we will enjoy a 3-night stay with rooms enjoying sea views.  This 
NH Collection boutique hotel, was first created in 1885. 

 



 

 

DAY 2 to DAY 4 – September 24 to 26 – NAPLES and beyond…  
 
 
One of the many highlights will 
be visiting the Royal Palace at 
Caserta.  Construction started in 
1752 under the reign of Charles VII 
of Naples and with design by 
architect Luigi Vanvitelli in the 
Baroque style.  The palace, which is 
to the north of Naples, is he largest of 
all European palaces with 1,200 
rooms and 1.026 fireplaces spread 
over five floors.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
The grand vista, cascades and 
fountains covers 296 acres and was 
designed in the 1780’s by Carlo 
Vanvitelli   We will have a chance to 
visit some of the gardens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Special visit while in the town of 
Caserta to the Royal silk factory at 
San Leucio dating back to the 18th 
century.  The Neapolitan silks are 
famous throughout the world. 
  



 

 

 
 
Another of the grand palaces is at 
Capodimonte.  Today the palace is a 
museum housing painting and 
decorative arts and ancient Roman 
sculptures.  Originally conceived as a 
hunting lodge in 1738 for Charles VII 
however it grew into the grand 
building we see today.  With the end 
of the monarchy in Italy, it became a 
national museum opening in 1957.   
 

 
The Capodimonte Museum collection includes major works from the 13th to the 18th by Caravaggio, Raphael, 
Titian, El Greco, Giovanni Bellini, Simone Martini, Masaccio, Giorgio Vasari and many others.  Also featured 
are porcelain and majolica.  The Capodimonte area was renowned for the porcelain manufactory. 
 
 
Back in the heart of Naples is the  
Santa Chiara religious complex 
including the Basilica Church and 
convent.  The monastic complex was 
built between 1313 and 1340.  The 
cloister is unique in that wall surfaces 
and some columns are covered with 
majolica tiles in colorful floral design 
patterns which were added in 1742. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Across from Santa Chiara is the Church of Gesù Nuovo. 
Construction on the church began in 1584 and retained the 
unusual façade, originally built for a palace in 1470 for the 
Prince of Salerno, it is faced with rustic ashlar diamond 
projections. 
 
 
Nearby, we’ll walk on the Via San Gregorio Armeno 
where shop after shop line this alley and feature the famous 
carved figures, animals, houses and more for nativity scenes 
and other displays. 
  



 

 

 
A private visit to one of the more dramatic interiors in 
Naples (image right) is the Chapel of Sansevero.  It 
contains baroque sculptures including the Veiled Christ in 
marble completed in 1753 by Giuseppe Sanmartino. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other visits include the Pio Monte della Misericordia dating to 1606 
and houses Caravaggio’s Seven Works of Mercy at the high alter.  And the 
Duomo di Napoli or the Cathedral of the Assumption of Mary, dating 
back to the 13th century.  Visit to the Certosa di San Martino, a former 
monastery complex high in hills overlooking Naples. 
 
Private dinner in the Scavi di San Lorenzo (image left). 
 
 

 
On another day, we’ll head to west of the city to the area around Posillipo with its sweeping views back to 
the City of Naples and Mount Vesuvius (image below with yacht harbor).  One of the more unusual visits will 
be to the Grotta di Seiano (Cave of Sejanus).  Then a private visit to the Villa Trentaremi, a house completed 
in 1954 by architect Massimo Nunziata for an English Ambassador.  It is three levels created into the hillside 
with a central atrium to access the various levels.  Gardens and trees keep the property completely private 
with special views created to enjoy the sea and distant shores.  Other private visits are planned. 



 

 

DAY 5 – WEDNESDAY, 
27 September – CAPRI 
and AMALFI   
 

Today check-out and our 
luggage will travel by van to our 
hotel in Amalfi.  We will depart 
by boat for the Island of Capri, 
which takes approximately 1 
hour to reach Marina Grande. 
At this island paradise, a visit is 
planned to the Villa Lysis, built 
in 1905 for an industrialist and 
poet with breathtaking views. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Depending on the seas, there may be 
a chance to visit by small boat the 
Blue Grotto. 
 
We also plan to visit the Giardini di 
Augusto (Gardens of Augustus) 
which is perched on a promontory 
overlooking the sea. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Late afternoon, depart by boat 
for Amalfi, enjoying the 
dramatic coastline and towns 
clinging to the hillsides.  Arrive 
and check in for three-nights 
with sea view rooms to the 
Grand Hotel Convento di 
Amalfi. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

DAY 6 – THURSDAY – September 28 – Paestum 

 
Today we head along the coast to reach Paestum, 
where there are three preserved Greek temple structures 
dating back to approximately 450 BC and dedicated to 
Hera.  Other intact aspects include city walls, paved 
roads and the amphitheater.  Here was the Queen of 
Gods – Goddess of marriage.  We also visit the 
National Archaeological Museum here to see 
painted tomb paintings, sculptures, terracotta works 
and more.  One of the most famous is a ceiling painting 
of the Tomb of the Diver – 470 BC. 

 
 
 
In 1777 the great Italian draftsman an etcher, 
Giovanni Battista Piranesi, created a series of 17 
monumental drawing of the three temples.  Fifteen 
of these drawings now reside in London at Sir John 
Soane’s Museum.  
 
 
 

We will enjoy lunch and a unique visit to a Mozzarella 
facility to see the fascinating process of making one of 
the world’s most popular cheeses – famously used for 
Caprese Salad, pizza and more.  
 
The Amalfi Coast area is renowned for lemons and the 
liqueur Lemoncello, you’ll have a chance to enjoy this 
at some point. 
  



 

 

 
DAY 7 – FRIDAY – September 29 – Gardens and Villas of the Amalfi Coast 
 

 
 
One of the many stunning places along the coast is the town of Ravello.  Here we visit the Villa Rufolo 
(images above), dating back to the 13th century. One of the famous owners of the villa were Sir Francis Neville 
Reid, a Scottish botanist who purchased it in 1851 and created the beautiful gardens; later German composer 
Richard Wagner spent time here in 1880’s and worked to complete one of his operas. 

 
 
 
We’ll enjoy an al fresco lunch 
and a visit to the gardens at the 
Villa Cimbrione in Ravello.  
This site dates back to the 11th 
century. 
 
 
 
 

 
We enjoy another 
experience at sea with a 
transfer by private boat 
to the town of 
Positano (picture of 
town below) where will 
enjoy our farewell 
dinner at the Villa 
Caruso, now a 
Belmond luxury hotel. 
 
 
 
DAY 8 – SATURDAY – September 30 – Day for departures 
 

We will provide a group departure to Naples airport, or travelers may wish to extend the stay in Amalfi or 
venture elsewhere. 
  



 

 

OPTIONAL EARLY ARRIVAL – Thursday, 21 September or Friday, 22 September 
 

Let us know if you are interested in arriving on Thursday, 21 September or Friday, 22 
September to explore Herculaneum and/or Pompeii.  Once we know of people’s 
interest, we will plan accordingly. 
 
 

The most famous eruption of Mount Vesuvius occurred in 79 AD.  HERCULANEUM  was rediscovered 
in 1709.  It was covered by ash and pyroclastic rock given the direction of the winds, this gave a protective 
covering to the buildings more than destroying them.  Below: Atrium. House of the Relief of Telephus.  

 
 
POMPEII:  This city was in direct line of the winds 
carrying ash and pumice which buried this city and 
caused greater distruction.  The site was known for 
several centuries but serious work of excavation began 
around 1748.  Below Left: Ruins; Right: Bronze statue of 
Apollo in the Temple of Apollo; Bottom: Street. 
 

 
 
 

 

Inquiries and Reservations: Office@ClassicalExcursions.com 
 

CLASSICAL EXCURSIONS | 7 Club Circle, Pittsfield MA 01201 | T. 413-446-8728 
 

Updated as of January 2023 | Itinerary subject to change without notice. 


