
 
 

Great Country Houses & Gardens of Northern Ireland 
 

Thursday May 4 to Wednesday May 10, 2023 - Itinerary 
 

Tour arrangements by Classical Excursions and Mark Donnelly 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner is included daily. 
 

While we mention several private visits, these cannot be absolutely confirmed till closer to the date. 
 
 
THURSDAY - May 4, 2023 – Arrivals to Belfast 
It is requested that you arrive in Belfast, Northern Ireland 
on or before May 4th to commence the tour. Participants 
should plan to arrive by late morning to Belfast City 
Airport (BHD) via connections from the USA.  Travelers 
may also choose to arrive on May 3rd and spend the night 
in Belfast – we are happy suggest a hotel. 
 

Depart Belfast and head south to Seaforde Gardens for 
a visit with Lady Anthea Forde. Here we will also explore 
the Tropical Butterfly House.  The Seaforde Demesne 
(Demesne = land attached to a manor) has been in the 
Forde family for 400 years. [image right] 
 

 
 
 
We then drive to Ballywalter Park and get 
settled in for a three-night stay with the owner’s, 
Lord and Lady Dunleath, in their private home.  
[image left] 
 

Drinks in the library at Ballywalter Park 
followed by dinner hosted by Lord and Lady 
Dunleath. 
 

Accommodations: Ballywalter Park – 3 nights. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

          continued 
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FRIDAY – May 5 
Breakfast at Ballywalter Park each morning. 
 

This morning we visit Clandeboye Estate and Gardens, 
home of the late Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava.  The 
property contains wooded gardens, formal gardens, walled 
garden, lawns and a lake.  The estate was first settled in 
1674 and the house dates to 1801-04.  Alternatively, we 
will visit Rowallane Gardens, which is particularly noted 
for its extensive collection of azaleas and rhododendrons. 
It is also home to the National Collection of penstemons.  
The garden was first laid out in the 1860’s and the National 
Trust assumed control in 1955.  
 

Our afternoon will be spent at Rosemount Gardens / Grey Abbey Gardens & ruined medieval 
Cistercian Abbey.  The property is privately owned by Mr. William and the Hon. Mrs. Montgomery. It 
has been their family home for over 400 years.  The present house was built in 1762, the Abbey was originally 
established in 1193 and today is a ruin. 
 

SATURDAY – May 6 
Morning tour of the Ballywalter Park gardens with Lady Dunleath. 
 

Afternoon visit Castle Ward.  The house dates to the 
early 1760’s and is set in a naturalistic style the park with 
the Victorian taste for formal gardens and bedding 
being reflected in the Sunken Garden. The estate 
comprises 700 acres on the shores of Strangford 
Lough, and today in the care of the National Trust. 
[image left] 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY – May 7 

We begin with a tour at Mount Stewart House and Gardens, 
which is owned by the National Trust. Lady Rose Lauritzen, 
who still maintains a private residence at Mount Stewart with 
her husband Peter Lauritzen, will plan to give us an introduction 
and tour of their private garden, followed by a comprehensive 
of the formal gardens which are known to be one the finest in 
the British Isles. [image right] 
 

Afternoon visit to Ardress House, an 18th century neo-classical 
style house set on 100 acres of woods, orchards, parkland, and 
farmland. The National Trust acquired the property in 1959. 
 

Check into Belle Isle Castle for three nights, where will have 
exclusive use of for our stay.  
 

Dinner at Belle Isle. 
 

Accommodations: Belle Isle Castle – 3 nights. 
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MONDAY – May 8 
Breakfast at Belle Isle each morning. 
 

A morning tour of Florence Court, is a large 18th-century 
house and estate set in the foothills of Cuilcagh Mountain. 
There is a magnificent four acre walled garden that was 
originally laid out in the 18th-century and extended in the 
1870s. It features a rose garden, ponds, orchards of heirloom 
variety fruit trees and a working vegetable garden. Today it is 
a property of the National Trust. [image right] 
 

Lunch and tour of Killyreagh House and Garden with our 
hostess Lady Anthony Hamilton.  This demesne dates back 
to 1830 and features parkland, a shelter belt and an avenue, a terrace and a maintained herbaceous border, a 
sunken garden with lawns and a pond.  
 

Dinner at Belle Isle. 
 

TUESDAY – May 9 
A private tour of Barons Court house & gardens hosted by The Duke of Abercorn. The original house 
was designed in 1742 with later alterations in the 1780s and 1790s. The current interiors are by David Hicks. 
Lunch at Barons Court.  [images below] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An afternoon visit to Oakfield Park in Donegal.  The gardens are 50-acres of manicured formal gardens and 
ponds, a lake and Nymphaeum, walled gardens, glasshouses, heritage trees and wildflower meadows. 
 

Dinner at Belle Isle. 
 

WEDNESDAY – May 10 
Check out and depart for Belfast.  Possible morning visit to Aughentaine Gardens on our way. The gardens 
are situated on an elevated south facing site with views over the Clogher Valley, and range from formal 
terraced herbaceous borders to planted parkland, a walled kitchen garden and woodland glen that shelters a 
collection of specimen rhododendrons, camellias, and azaleas. 
 

Suggested afternoon flight departure from Belfast City Airport (BHD).  Or you may wish to overnight and 
explore Belfast further. 
 

 

The tour is limited to a small number of participants.  Early registration is therefore suggested. 
 

Inquiries and Reservations:  Office@ClassicalExcursions.com 

CLASSICAL EXCURSIONS 
7 Club Circle, Pittsfield MA 01201 | T. 413-446-8728 

 

Updated as of 6 October 2022 | Itinerary subject to change without notice. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walled_garden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heirloom_variety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heirloom_variety

