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Great Houses of Ireland: Ballyfin & Waterford County 
October 21-29, 2022 

 

Tour arrangements by Classical Excursions with Robert O’Byrne 
 
 
FRIDAY - October 21 

Arrive in Dublin.  Make you way to The Merrion Hotel for check-in (3pm or after).  
 

Welcome dinner tonight in Dublin.  
 
SATURDAY - October 22 
Breakfast at the hotel and check-out, departing for the day. 
 

We head south and enjoy a morning visit to Ballysallagh House, County Kilkenny. The charming mid 18th 
century house was restored and decorated by the present owners. 
 

Lunch at Dangan Cottage. Originally a late 18th century cottage orné built in the grounds of a larger, now 
lost, country house. With the river Nore flowing past at the bottom of its garden, the building was 
subsequently extended so that it is now a substantial property, perfectly suited to owner Christopher Moore 
who has a renowned collection of Irish furniture and pictures that fill all the rooms and act as a living 
museum of Georgian taste.  
 

Check-in at the Cliff House Hotel, County Waterford – staying three-nights.  
 
SUNDAY - October 23 
Breakfast at the Cliff House Hotel.  
 

Donraile Court, County Cork. One of the earliest non-fortified houses in Ireland, the core of Doneraile 
Court was constructed in the 1720s to the design of Isaac Rothery for Arthur St Leger, first Viscount 
Doneraile. The wonderful interiors contain contemporaneous panelling and at the centre of the building an 
oval late-18th century staircase hall with Adamesque plasterwork on its ceiling. Owned by the state, 
Doneraile Court was closed for 25 years until restoration work saw it opened to acclaim this summer: the 
rooms have been impeccably furnished with period furniture and art. 
 

Lunch and visit at Kilshannig, County Cork. One of the finest Palladian houses in Ireland with 
superlative plaster work by the Lafranchini brothers. Built in 1760 it was designed by architect Davis Ducart. 
 

Lismore Castle, County Waterford, for a private tour and dinner. Since the mid-18th century, the Irish 
residence of the Dukes of Devonshire, Lismore Castle is much older, its origins going back to the 13th 
century when commissioned by King John. Since then, it has passed through various guises, but much of 
the present building was commissioned by the 6th ‘Bachelor’ Duke of Devonshire who invited his architect 
Sir Joseph Paxton to renovate and extend the existing castle which perches dramatically above the river 
Blackwater. Little has changed since then, and the main rooms today contain the largest collection in private 
hands of furniture designed by Augustus Welby Pugin.  
 

Overnight at the Cliff House Hotel. 
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MONDAY - October 24 
Breakfast at the Cliff House Hotel.  
 

Tourin House & Gardens, County Waterford, home to descendants of Sir Richard Musgrave who moved 
here in the second half of the 18th century, Tourin was originally a house built onto a 16th century tower 
house. However, at beginning of the 19th century, the family demolished part of this building and used the 
stone to construct a new classical residence. Much of the interior is taken up with a superlative carved oak 
imperial staircase that climbs to a gallery on the bedroom floor. Tourin’s present owners are the three 
Jameson sisters, who in addition to having Sir Richard Musgrave as ancestor, are also members of the 
famous Irish whiskey family.  
 

Lunch at Tourin House. 
 

Cappoquin House, County Waterford.  The Keanes have lived at Cappoquin since the first of their 
number bought the estate in the 1770s and built a house above the river Blackwater. It survived until burnt 
in 1923 during the Irish Civil War. However, Sir John Keane – who had wisely removed all furniture and 
pictures before the fire – immediately embarked on a rebuilding programme and today it is impossible to tell 
Cappoquin had ever been damaged. Surrounded by exquisite gardens, the house today is home to Sir 
Charles Keane and his wife Corinne.  
 

Dinner at Ballnaytray  (pending confirmation; or may switch dinner to another night…) 
 

Overnight at the Cliff House Hotel. 
 
TUESDAY - October 25 
Breakfast at the Cliff House Hotel and check-out. 
 

Curraghmore Estate for a visit and lunch with the owners.  One of the great houses of Ireland and only 
recent accessible to the general public, Curraghmore has been home to the same family for the past 800 
years. Now home to the ninth Marquess of Waterford and his wife, at the core of the building is a mediaeval 
tower, the first floor of which now contains spectacular plasterwork created by the Lafranchini brothers in 
the 1740s.  Much of the rest of the house was designed some thirty years later by James Wyatt, and today 
these are the finest set of rooms by that architect in Ireland. Curraghmore is compete with treasures as 
would be expected of a property occupied by successive generations for so long. In the grounds is the only 
surviving 18th century shell house, decorated in 1754 by Catherine, Countess of Tyrone.  
 

Arrive at Ballyfin for a three-night stay. 
 

Dinner at Ballyfin tonight. 
 
WEDNESDAY - October 26 
Breakfast at Ballyfin. 
 

A morning visit to Gloster House. 
 

Birr Castle, County Offaly, for lunch with the Earl and Countess of Rosse. The castle has been home 
to the Parsons family for 400 years and contains much of the original furniture and paintings collected 
throughout generations.  
 

Dinner and overnight at Ballyfin. 
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THURSDAY - October 27 
Breakfast at Ballyfin. 
 

Emo Court, a late 18th century neo-classical masterpiece by James Gandon County Laois.  
 

Kilboy designed by Quinlan & Francis Terry. A late afternoon visit to the home of Shane Ryan of Ryan Air 
with the architect Francis Terry joining us. 
 

Return to Ballyfin for free time before dinner. 
 

Dinner and overnight at Ballyfin. 
 
FRIDAY - October 28 
Breakfast at Ballyfin and check-out as we return to Dublin for this evening. 
 

A tour of the incredible Palladian jewel Russborough House. Built in 1741 by Joseph Leeson. “No other 
Palladian house in Ireland equals it either for its architecture or its spectacular setting”. 
 

Lunch and a tour at Burtown House. Burtown House has always belonged to the same Quaker family 
since being built in the first half of the 18th century. Now home to photographer James Fennell and his wife 
Joanna, who have built a barn on the grounds offering fresh food from the gardens. Burtown was home to 
Ireland’s finest botanical artist, Wendy Walsh (James’ grandmother) and is still home to her daughter, 
landscape artist Lesley Fennell. We will tour the house, which is not open to the public.  
 

Check in at The Merrion Hotel for the final night. 
 
SATURDAY - October 29 
Breakfast at The Merrion.  Then independent departures. 
 
 
 
 

You may wish to consider joining us for the earlier trip 
Great Country Houses & Gardens of Northern Ireland 
which immediately precedes this trip -- see itinerary for more details. 

Trip dates are arrival in Belfast, Northern Ireland on Saturday, October 15 
and the trip ends in Dublin on Saturday, October 22   

 
 
 
 

The tour is limited to a small number of participants.  Early registration is therefore suggested. 
 

Inquiries and Reservations:  Office@ClassicalExcursions.com 
 

CLASSICAL EXCURSIONS 
7 Club Circle, Pittsfield MA 01201 

T. 413-446-8728 
 

Updated as of 15 April 2022 | Itinerary subject to change without notice. 
 


