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One of the choicest regions in the New York metropolitan area for a tranquil life in the country, 
Connecticut's Litchfield County, is composed mainly of the wooded Litchfield Hills, which are 
traversed north to south by the most picturesque length of the Housatonic River.  The area, taking 
up the northwest quadrant of the state, is dotted with such small charming towns as Sharon, 
Salisbury, Norfolk, Litchfield and Washington, many of which remain the living image of 
quintessential colonial New England.   Because of its natural beauty and peaceful atmosphere, 
the county has long been a refuge for, among others, celebrities and professionals, their homes 
tucked away in the region’s splendid settings. 
 



The Institute of Classical Architecture & Art in conjunction with Classical Excursions is happy to 
offer an exclusive tour of outstanding country homes of this bucolic region of Connecticut. In 
addition, private events and comfortable five-star accommodations for three nights will be part of 
this special excursion. 
 
 

 
The Conservatory, Manor House, Falls Village.  Photo: Rob Cardillo. 

 
 

SELECTIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Here are just some of the sites along the way: 
 
Interior designer doyenne and ICAA board member Bunny Williams and home furnishings and 
antiques entrepreneur John Rosselli will welcome us with a private house-and-garden tour as 
well as hosting a lunch at their splendid Manor House in Falls Village.  
 
A private tour with the owner of elegant Twin Maples (1998) in Salisbury, a Georgian-style 
house and guest house designed and decorated by David Easton on the 400-acre estate. Our visit 
will also include a special tour of the formal gardens with Deborah Munson, the head gardener 
and designer. 
 
Hollister House and Garden in Washington dates from 1770 when the center section of the 
house was built and added to later on. According to owner George Schoellkopf, “When planning 
the garden,…my solution was to locate it on the diagonal from the house so that the house is still 
the centerpiece of the garden but is only viewed informally at an angle…” Recognized and 
preserved under the aegis of The Garden Conservancy. 
 



Interior designer, restorationist and art advisor Silvina Leone will host Sunday brunch al fresco at 
Red House, the Colonial Revival country home in Millbrook she designed and has filled with 
fine American and French antiques and art. 
 

     
Red House, Millbrook.  Photos: Silvina Leone. 

 
Chris and Joe Brennan, interior designer and builder respectively, and owners Howard and Ileene 
Sobel will welcome us to their 1772 House and Gardens in Lakeville. The residence maintains 
its original woodwork, while a 19th-century barn has been attached in the New England fashion 
to become an up-to-date enclosed porch/sunroom.  Other 19th-century buildings were moved to 
incorporate a folly, pool house and corn crib.  Part of the second floor of the house contains an 
original ballroom that appears when the hinged dividing wall between two rooms is swung 
upwards and hooked to the ceiling. 
 
In Lakeville is Holleywood House, an 1853 Italianate-style manor house with a four-story 
octagonal turret restored by architect Frank Garretson, winner of an Arthur Ross Award, and 
decorated by interior designer Chris Brennan, both of whom will be on hand along with the 
owners Helen Klein Ross, a novelist and poet (her studio is at the top of the turret) and Donald 
Ross, a lawyer. Original paint colors were found in this elegant lake-front house, as well as 10-
foot ceilings and striped parquet floors made of white ash and mahogany. 
 
A private curatorial tour of Austin House (1930), Hartford. Owned by the Wadsworth 
Atheneum, it was once the home of Chick and Helen Austin. He was the legendary director of  
the museum known for his provocative creativity. Set on a suburban street, the unique house was 
inspired by Vincenzo Scamozzi’s Villa Ferretti on the Brenta Canal near Venice, which the 
couple had visited on their honeymoon. 
 
Owners Roger Mitchell and Pete Peterson will host a lunch for us at Farnam House (1908), 
their beautifully decorated home designed in the Arts & Crafts style by Norfolk’s most prolific 
architect, Alfredo Taylor.  Rough stucco walls, steeply-pitched gables and chestnut-paneled 
interior attest to the Craftsman vocabulary. 
 



    
Austin House, Hartford.  Photos: thewadsworth.org 

 
The Whitehouse, an impressive mansion in Norfolk dating from 1801 and expanded several 
times. The residence still holds the original Stoeckel family’s little-known collection of Hudson 
River Valley and other paintings, considered one of the largest private collections of mid-19th  
century canvases in Connecticut.  Inness, Homer, Johnson, Sully, Inman are some of the 
represented artists local historian Anne Havemeyer will present to us. 
 
Five fabulous Tiffany stained glass windows are found in the Romanesque Revival Battell 
Chapel (1887), named in memory of the Stoeckel family. In 1927, Ellen Battell Stoeckel 
engaged long-time family friend Louis Comfort Tiffany to design and execute the windows that 
portray stunning landscape images inspired by the Song of Solomon and other Biblical verses. 
 
Inglenook/Meadow Cottage, Norfolk, was once the summer home of Julia deForest Tiffany and 
Louise Comfort Tiffany, the twin daughters of the famous artist and his wife.  Present owners 
Sally and Larry Hannifin will welcome us with a private tour of the charming house and the 
historic furnishings that came with it when they purchased it. 
 
 

 
Mayflower Inn and Spa, Washington.  Photo: booking.com 

 



Five-star accommodations at the luxurious Mayflower Inn & Spa in Washington are reserved 
for three nights. Architectural Digest rates this world-class getaway on 58 acres of “tranquil 
gardens and forested landscape” as the top pick for the state of Connecticut.  Designer Rod 
Pleasants has outfitted individually styled bed rooms “with four-poster beds, French and English 
antiques, Regency or Empire wall coverings, rich mahogany wainscot, gilded frames and 
Oriental rugs.” Many ingredients for the superb cuisine come from the inn’s own kitchen garden. 
 
For further information on this tour, please contact Tom Hayes at tom@classicalexcursions.com 
or 413-243-4155 or Lani Summerville at lani@classicalexcursions.  


