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Vienna, for four centuries the imperial capital of a vast and complex Central European realm 
known as the Hapsburg Empire, today endures with a brilliant cultural heritage of extraordinary 
distinction.  “Queen of the Danube,” Vienna is ranked second only to London and Paris among 
Europe’s cultural capitals.   
 
Viennese architecture varies from the glorious Baroque of the 17th century and the Neoclassical 
of the 18th century to the splendid Biedermeier and the Ringstrasse style of the 19th century and 
to the avant-garde Jugendstil style and the Wiener Werkstatte movement of the early 20th 
century.  Art museums house a vast array of first-class collections.  With such luminaries as 
Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Mahler and, of course, the Strauss brothers, Vienna 
remains a world-renown music center. 
 



The Institute of Classical Architecture & Art in partnership with Classical Excursions invites you 
to join an intimate multi-day tour of the best architectural and cultural attractions that Vienna has 
to offer.  Access to some of the city’s great architecture and nearby country estates, exclusive 
visits to both private and public art collections, lectures by eminent scholars and experts on 
Viennese decorative arts and architecture and entrée to the world of magnificent Viennese opera 
are only parts of this truly special tour. 
 
Devoted friend Countess Marielore Calice will welcome us as our well-connected guide to her 
native city.  For many years, she has lectured and guided for Austrian, American, French and 
Italian cultural associations and museums, including The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation; Henry Francis Dupont Collectors Circle of Winterthur; Friends of the National 
Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. and The American Museum in England.   
 
Marielore speaks four languages and has worked as a translator at the United Nations and for 
various publications and books.  She is also known for her charity work for the Order of Malta at 
the Palais Schwarzenberg and for the Belvedere Gallery, both in Vienna. 
 
Travel with us to Vienna, a world of yesterday and today, a city of dreams, rich in history and 
discovery. 
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TOUR OVERVIEW 

 
An opening lecture at the private St. Johanns Club by Dr. Matthias Boeckl on the 
extraordinarily diverse architectural history of cosmopolitan Vienna.  He is a professor of history 
and theory of architecture at the University of Applied Arts Vienna and is editor-in-chief of the 
bilingual international journal Architektur.aktuell.  He is also the author of numerous essays and 
books. 
 
A day with Dr. Christian Witt-Dorring, the distinguished curator at the Österreichisches 
Museum für Angewandte Kunst (MAK or Austrian Museum of Applied Arts). The museum 



was founded in 1864, inspired by London’s Victoria and Albert Museum. Lunch at MAK’s 
Salonplafond.  Dr. Witt-Dorring is also curator of the Geymüllerschlossel (Villa Geymüller), an 
exquisite Biedermeier house museum owned by MAK. By lecturing and guiding us through the 
two museums, he will introduce us to the Biedermeier decorative arts, as well as the Jugendstil, 
the Viennese interpretation of the Art Nouveau style and the Wiener Werkstätte, the Viennese 
Arts and Crafts Workshop Cooperative of the early 20th century.   
 
A private visit to the Prunksaal (Main Hall) of the National Library designed in the early 18th 
century by the architects Fischer von Erlach, father and son.  Entrée to 2.6 million books, the 
Prunksaal is the largest and one the finest Baroque libraries in Europe. 
 
Lunch at the Palmenhaus, the elegant Art Nouveau Winter Garden or greenhouses overlooking 
the Burggarten (Hofburg Palace Gardens). 
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A private visit to the Hofburg Palace to tour the 19th-century imperial apartments, as they were 
left by Emperor Franz Josef (1848-1916) and Empress Elisabeth (1848 – 1898).  A special 
exhibit reveals the fascinating and tragic life of the empress. 
 
A private reception and tea hosted by Countess Elenka Batthanye at her splendid Vienna 
apartment that possesses one of the city’s finest views. 
 
A private selective viewing of the collection at the Kunsthistorisches Museum (Museum of 
Fine Arts).  The major European museum was built between 1871 and 1891 to house a world-
acclaimed art collection acquired by generations of the imperial Habsburg dynasty.  Paintings 
from Spain, France and Italy (Velasquez, Poussin, Titian, Tintoretto) and from the German, 
Flemish and Dutch schools (Brueghel, Vermeer, Dürer) are on display.  Among the collection of 
sculptures and decorative arts is Cellini’s famous golden salt cellar.  Greek, Roman and Egyptian 
collections are also on view.   
 
An excursion out of the city via private motor coach, traveling west along one of the most 
beautiful stretches of river scenery in Europe.  Castles, churches and wine-producing villages dot 
the landscape on either side of the Danube River Valley.  Our first destination is the Benedictine 
Abbey of Melk.  The Baroque abbey owns an extraordinary collection of paintings, sculpture 



and decorative art, as well as a grand library.  We will also hear a brief concert performed on the 
church’s renowned organ. 
 
The next stop is a private visit, lunch and demonstration of the restoration work at Schloss 
(Castle) Stetteldorf with owners Georg and Brigette Stradiot, who are incorporating original 
handcraft methods. Stetteldorf has been the source for advice given to private estate owners who 
are restoring and modernizing their historical properties. Frau Stradiot, who is an internationally 
known professor of classical music, has also organized a private concert for us. 
 
Dinner at Café Central.  Once a meeting place for such intellectuals as Arthur Schnitzler and 
Sigmund Freud, the most splendid of all coffeehouses in the city has been restored to its former 
elegance. 
 
A short journey to Schönbrunn Palace for a special visit to Austria’s Versailles, completed in 
1749 as a summer residence for Empress Maria Theresa, mother of Marie Antoinette. The focus 
is a private tour of a series of small, exquisite cabinets or rooms furnished with great sensitivity 
in the chinoiserie style, for which the empress had a special liking.   
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An excursion to Schloss Rohrau situated east of Vienna.  Though dating from 1404, the castle 
was renovated in 1777 in the classical style.  The present owner, Count Johannes Waldburg-Zeil 
will welcome us with a private lunch and introduce us to Austria’s largest private art collection 
acquired by diplomatic ancestors to Spain, Naples and Rome (17th- and 18th-century art) and to 
Belgium (17th-century masters).   
 
A viewing of a Morgenarbeit (training session) of the Spanish Hofreitschule (Spanish Riding 
School), performed in the Winter Riding School at the Hofburg Palace.  The school is one of the 
few places left in the world where haute école dressage of the extraordinary Lippizaner stallions 
is presented.  The stallions take their name from the stud farm founded by Archduke Karl in 
1580 in Lipizza (Slovenia), near Trieste. US Army General George S. Patton oversaw their 
protection during the uncertain period after World War II, saving them from extinction. 
 



A private reception at an elegant home in the suburb of Grinzing, a delightful village known for 
its vineyards located in the foothills of the Vienna Woods.   
 
A private tour of the Upper Belvedere (1722) and the Lower Belvedere (1716) palaces to view 
one of Vienna’s great Baroque ensembles, designed by Johann Lukas von Hildebrandt for Prince 
Eugene of Savoy.  Today, the Upper Belvedere houses a major art collection, including paintings 
by 19th- and early 20th-century Austrian and European artists like Klimt, Makart, Romako, 
Schiele, Renoir and Van Gogh.  The Lower Belvedere is the Museum of Austrian Baroque Art. 
 
Attendance of Sunday mass sung by the world-famous Wiener Sagerknaben (Vienna Boys’ 
Choir) at the Burgkapelle (Hofburg Palace Chapel). The choir was founded in 1498 expressly 
for the purpose of singing mass for the Habsburg rulers, later with works by such composers as 
Mozart, Schubert and Haydn. 
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An optional evening at the Wiener Staatsoper (Vienna State Opera), one of the world’s great 
houses. The opera house was the first of the grand Ringstrasse (Ring Road) buildings to be 
completed when it was opened in 1869.  The house was destroyed during the last days of World 
War II.  Vastly important to the musical life of the city, it was completely restored and reopened 
in 1955 with a performance of Beethoven’s Fidelio.  The Ringstrasse was a vast 19th-century 
urban development project similar to the Haussman transformation of Paris of the same period. 
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A seven-night stay at the elegant five-star Hotel Sacher Vienna, since 1876 the city’s Grande 
Dame for accommodations, also famous as the origin of the delectable Sacher Torte. 
 
This is only a partial list of the tour’s sites and events. For further information on this tour, please 
contact Thomas Hayes at tom@classicalexcursions.com or 413-243-4155, Lani Summerville at 
lani@classicalexcursions.  
 


