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Founded in 1733, Savannah was Georgia’s first city, where wealth would be achieved as an
internationally known port for cotton commerce. Named after the river on which it was
established, the city took on a distinctive architectural character that represented the Scots and
English who settled along the Georgia coast. Charleston, some 100 hundred miles to the north,
initially reflected a more Caribbean flavor due to the influx of settlers from Barbados and
Jamaica.
From the beginning, the towns of Georgia were carefully planned. But none had Savannah’s
precise geometric regularity of squares and building lots laid out by the city’s founder James
Oglethorpe. As the city expanded, city planners continued to add squares so that by 1800 there
was a total of twenty-four surrounded by well-placed town lots. It is considered the most
original and brilliant urban plan of 18th-century America and remains in place to this day even
with the further growth of the city over time.
What were the styles of architecture placed on these lots? The Georgian had the initial impact,
then house owners took on the Adam fashion current in London towards the end of the 18th
century. The next century first saw the influence of the Federal style, then the Regency, followed
in the 1830s and 40s by the Greek Revival and then the Gothic Revival up until the Civil War.
Other styles appeared afterwards.
The Institute of Classical Architecture & Art invites you to join this excursion of some the finest
homes, gardens and other sites of this extraordinary, sensitively preserved city - thanks to the

strength-of-purpose of such organizations as the Historic Savannah Foundation and the
designated Savannah Historic District. Also, the Savannah College of Art and Design, an Arthur
Ross Award winner, has left an undeniable architectural footprint on the city. During the tour,
architects, interior designers and historians, as well as other experts and specialists will cover a
wide range of the city’s unique architecture and decorative arts.
Selected Highlights
One of the city’s most impressive Regency residences, the Owens-Thomas House (1816 –
1819) was designed by British trained architect William Jay for a wealthy banker and shipping
merchant. Jay was one of the first professionally trained architects practicing in America. We see
here the influence of Sir John Soane and John Nash. Underneath the exterior stucco surfaces is
tabby, a concrete employing oyster shells. Elegance is achieved by the remarkable cast-iron
entrance portico, one of the first in America. A columned foyer leads to a brass-inlaid staircase
with a unique bridge spanning the stairwell. The trompe l’oeil ceiling of the drawing room gives
the effect of a dome. An outstanding collection of decorative arts representing several periods
can be found here. Jay also designed gravity-fed plumbing for the house, among the earliest in
the country. The gardens reflect the English parterre style.
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The Isiah Davenport House (1821) is important for its red-brick Federal design, whose owner
was a master builder from New England. Inside, there is a central-hall plan revealing fine
craftsmanship throughout, including a sweeping oval staircase. The 1970s garden reflects
antebellum gardens of coastal Georgia. The house played a significant role in the founding of
the local preservation movement. In 1955, at the same time that the house was threatened with
demolition, the Historic Savannah Foundation was established, thereby setting an early example
for other American cities to follow. Since then HSF has established a one-square mile National
Historic Landmark District and twelve National Register districts, saving twenty-two of the
original twenty-four squares. We will be introduced to the work of HSF that “demonstrates the
cultural, social and economic benefits of preservation.”
Double curved stairs invite the visitor to a massive two-story Greek Revival portico of four
columns, concluding with square end piers at the Harper Fowlkes House (1842 – 1845). The
interior is lavishing embellished with classical details. One looks up at the second-floor hallway
through an oval oculus. During a restoration program in 1995, magnificent faux bois paintings
covering the walls and ceiling of the dining room where discovered.
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A rare example of Gothic Revival residential architecture in Savannah, the Green-Meldrim
House (1853) features exquisite ornamental details both inside and out. The two-story house is
enclosed on three sides by an elaborate ironwork porch. The front entrance is recognized by its
canopied cast-iron portico with octagonal columns, above which is an oriel window and at the
top, a crenulated roof line. The interior includes a free-standing ironwork staircase.
One of Savannah’s most celebrated mansions is due to the fact that it was the scene of a murder
portrayed in the book and then the movie Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. The
Mercer Williams House (1860, 1868 – 1871) is one of three houses in the city designed by John
S. Norris, a prominent mid-19th century architect. The house is a high-spirited example of the

Italianate style, featuring large Florentine-style double-light windows topped by ornate cast-iron
hood molds and a cast-iron Corinthian portico.
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One of the city’s best-preserved houses, the Andrew Low House (1849), also by Norris, sits far
enough back from the street to include an original formal garden with two hourglass-shaped
beds. The house combines Grecian details with elements of the Italian villa style, embellished
with intricate ironwork. The spacious rooms are decorated with period antiques, elaborate plaster
cornices and carved woodwork.
A three night stay at the five-star Mansion on Forsyth Park in the historic center of Savannah.
These houses are only a portion of the sites to be visited during the tour. For further information
on this tour, please contact Tom Hayes at tom@classicalexcursions.com or 413-243-4155. To
register please contact Lani at lani@classicalexcursions.com 413-446-8728. Tour price is $2350
based on double occupancy. A single supplement of $350.00 applies.

