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Ralph Poole House, Lake Bluff, 1913.  David Adler, Architect. 

Chicago…Second City?  Hardly, when it comes to some of the finest classically designed 
homes in the nation.  Such names as David Adler, Howard Van Doren Shaw, Harrie T. 
Lindeberg and others conjure up images of fabulous American domestic architecture built during 
the better part of the first half of the 20th century. 
 
Howard Van Doren Shaw (1869 – 1926) and David Adler (1882 – 1949) were just two of the 
Chicago area’s leading architects whose names are synonymous with stunning country houses in 
established North Shore communities like Lake Forest, Lake Bluff and Highland Park.  Shaw’s 
brilliant work reveals his admiration for the English country house designs of his contemporary, 
Sir Edwin Lutyens and the earlier Arts and Crafts ideas of architects C.F.A. Voysey and Baillie  

 

       
House of the Four Winds, Lake Forest, 1908.  Howard Van Doren Shaw, Architect. 



Scott.  One of Shaw’s major themes can be seen in the horizontality of his architectural designs,   
a theme often viewed within the Prairie School of Architecture.  In Shaw’s case, he remains 
“within the forms and associative meaning of traditional architecture,” quoting Stuart Cohen in 
his new book on the architect. 

 

 
Mrs. C. Morse Ely House, Lake Bluff, 1922.   

David Adler, Architect. 
 
Adler, whose talent was keenly sought after by the next generation of wealthy Chicago clients, is 
widely favored today for his genius at classical design and detailing with a total sense of the 
whole inspired by his training at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts.  Someone once said that “Adler’s 
houses had the quality of Mozart’s music… a Mozartean spontaneity, grace and elegance in line 
and decoration.” Adler’s most active period was 1912 – 1935, which roughly covers the era of 
the Great American House.  His practice was an individual and personal one.  
   

	  
Ragdale, Lake Forest, 1897.  

Howard Van Doren Shaw, Architect. 
 

Harrie T. Lindeberg  (1879 – 1959) was an East Coast architect whose rustic country houses 
attracted prominent North Shore clients.  Having served as an assistant to Stanford White (…like  



 
Wyldewood, Lake Forest, 1916.  Harrie T. Lindeberg, Architect. 

 
his master, he practiced his profession as an art.”) before opening his own office, his style was 
considered urbane, refined and elegant.  At the same time, he wrote “Build simply, whether a 
cottage or a castle.”  His were comfortable and gracious homes designed with great panache. 
 
The Institute of Classical Architecture & Art invites you to join a four-day tour, Thursday, 
September 29 - Sunday, October 2, of some of the North Shore’s finest private homes, the Ralph 
Poole House (Adler, 1913), Mrs. C. Morse Ely House (Adler, 1922), William McCormick Blair 
House (Adler,1926), Noble B. Judah House (Philip L. Goodwin, 1928), Ragdale House (Shaw, 
1897), House of the Four Winds (Shaw, 1908), Wyldewood (Lindeberg, 1916) and others.   
 
Our expert lecturer and tour guide will be Stuart Cohen, who is a partner in the award-winning 
Chicago firm of Stuart Cohen & Julie Hacker Architects and professor emeritus in the 
department of architecture at the University of Illinois, Chicago.  He is also the author of 
Inventing the New American House: Howard Van Doren Shaw, Architect and coauthor with 
Susan Benjamin of North Shore Chicago: Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs, 1890 – 1940 and 
Great Houses of Chicago, 1871 - 1921.   
 
The tour will include private functions and a three-night stay at the four-star Hilton Garden Inn 
Lake Forest Mettawa.  For further information, contact Tom Hayes, director of Classical 
Excursions, tom@classicalexcursions.com, or 413-243-4155. 
 
Due to the private nature of many of the tour sites, they are subject to change while others will 
be added. 



 
	  	  
	  

 


