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The eighteenth century is often described as the   Golden Age 
of Scottish decorative arts and architecture. The capital city of 
Edinburgh itself has been named the “The Scottish 
Enlightenment in Stone” and “The Athens of the North”. The 
concept for the city plan was conceived in the 1750s as the old 
town had become crowded and outdated. A competition was 
held to find a design for a new and modernized town, and it 
was a young architect by the name of James Craig who took 
home the prize. The fine architectural ensemble that was 
created had no equal and today is still considered to be the 
largest intact Georgian city in the world. 
 
A late 17th century Scottish “gentleman-architect” was Sir 
William Bruce, described as “the effective founder of classical 
architecture in Scotland.” A prominent figure in introducing 
the Palladian style to his native country, Bruce’s career 



parallels that of Inigo Jones and Christopher Wren. One of 
Bruce’s most important works is his own Palladian country 
house at Kinross (1693. Another great work of his is Hopetoun 
(1702). 
 
Two primary figures were particularly influential during the 
eighteenth century in Scotland, advocating a new “purer” style 
in architecture and interior decoration, a reaction away from 
the Baroque and Rococo. They were Robert and James Adam, 
who as brothers, with the former the more pre-eminent, 
introduced and disseminated the Adam Style to Scotland 
initially. Their father, William Adam, the foremost architect in 
Scotland (“His Genius for Architecture pushed him…into a 
high degree of Reputation”), had also introduced the Palladian 
style to that country, especially with his design for Haddo 
House (1732). 
 
Their elder brother, John, who had worked for their father, 
sponsored for Robert and James a Grand Tour through Italy.  
The tour was instrumental in gaining knowledge of the motifs 
of the Roman, Greek and Etruscan, motifs blended with 
Palladian architecture to create their neo-classical style during 
the rise of the romantic period of the late eighteenth century.  
According to biographer, A. T. Bolton, the Adam Style “was 
flexible, it allowed compromise, and was executed with care by 
firm direction of ‘a regiment of artificers.’” 
 
Upon their return from Italy, Robert and James joined John in 
establishing a flourishing architectural and decorating 
business in Britain, even importing Italian “artificers” or 
artisans to help carry out the commissions. The brothers later 
published a book entitled The Works in Architecture (1773-
1779). These volumes helped to promote and make their style 
fashionable and available throughout Europe. The Scotsmen 
were the first architects to advocate an integrated style for 
architecture and interiors, with walls, ceilings, fireplaces and 
furniture all designed in a single uniform style. The style was 
introduced in the United States during the Federal period.  It 
also had a great influence especially in Russia and Ireland.  



 

 
Kinross House 

 
During our week-long excursion in Scotland, expertly arranged 
by Classical Excursions and Mark Donnelly, we will visit such 
prominent Adam’s masterpieces as Georgian House (1796), 
The Register House (1774-1789) and The Royal Exchange 
(1753-1754) in Edinburgh. Also open to us will be some of the 
Scotland’s and Adam’s finest country houses including 
Hopetoun House, Dumfries House, Mellerstain, Floors 
Castle, Arniston, Manderston and Gosford. Sir William 
Bruce’s Hopetoun House will also be visited. 
 
The distinguished scholar of Scottish classical architecture, 
Charles Wemyss, author of Noble Houses of Scotland, will 
lecture before the group.  He was a consultant on the 
restoration of Kinross House.  
 
Participants will spend two nights at the spectacular and 
highly private Kinross House, with exclusive use of the 
property that was completely refurbished just a few years ago, 
along with five nights at the George Hotel in the historic center 
of Edinburgh. ICA & A president Peter Lyden will also 
accompany the group. 
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Gosford House 

 
For a complete itinerary or to register for this excursion please 
contact Lani Summerville, director of Classical Excursions 
lani@classicalexcursions.com 860-454-4867. Limited space 
available. Early registration is suggested. $5600.00 per person 
based on double occupancy. There is single supplement of 
$800. 


